
Interestingly, whilst overall levels 

of conversation increased slightly, 

negative sentiment towards Jacob 

Zuma halved to around 10% of the 

total conversation. There was close 

to zero positive sentiment towards 

the presidency (0.2% of all mentions). 
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The primary driver of these shifts in public 

sentiment appears to be a general sense 

of disillusionment and apathy towards the 

president, with people having lost all faith

in his credibility, and thus not surprised 

(i.e. emotively negative) about his address 

and the events that unfolded on the night. 
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 tweets                                    about Zuma laughing

     @                             The EFF was 

violently removed from parliament so that 

ANC MPs can sleep peacefully as Zuma 

speaks.                                    

#SONA2017 @Julius_S_Malema

     @                             Same speech, Same pace, different year.                                    #SONA2017

Cape Town, South Africa, 9 February 2017


